
St Michael and All Angels’ Core Reading Curriculum 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Early Years Foundation Stage 

Reading - Early Learning Goal (By the end of Reception) 

Comprehension — Children at the expected level of development will:   

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by 

retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently 

introduced vocabulary 

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 

about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.  

Word Reading — Children at the expected level of development will:   

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs 

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their 

phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.  

In the Early Years Foundation Stage we aim to create a love for reading. We 

use books to deliver our curriculum as much as possible. For example, during 

Autumn we will read stories such as Leaf Man, Pumpkin Soup and The Nutty 

Nut Chase. Through this approach, children will be exposed to several 

different styles of books. It also means children’s language skills will be 

enhanced which will help them to express their thoughts and ideas more 

easily.  Children are also able to choose their own book at their weekly visit to 

the school library. 

As the majority of our learning is done through play, it is vital our classrooms 

offer opportunities for children to practice reading skills. Each classroom has 

an inviting reading area where children will find interesting stories and 

accompanying story props. Familiar logos, letters and words will be displayed 

around the classrooms. Books are carefully chosen and placed in different 

areas in the environment to enhance the children’s learning. (E.g. non-fiction 

books, recipe books, stories). 

In Reception, children have daily phonics lessons where they will be taught 

the letters (graphemes) and sounds (phonemes) of the alphabet as well as 

how to blend the sounds together to read words and how to segment the 

sounds in order to write words. We follow the Little Wandle letters and Sounds 

Phonics programme. As the children progress, they will receive a book 

matching their phonic knowledge that they will be able to read 

independently to an adult at home. Every child in Reception will read with an 

adult in a reading group at least 3 times a week.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception are running the Talk Through Stories in their classroom.   

It is designed to extend and deepen children’s vocabulary so that they can 

understand the books they will soon be able to read for themselves.  

Children spend two weeks reading and re-reading an engaging story, finding 

favourite phrases and learning new vocabulary.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story Bear 

The Story Bear loves to read! 

The bear goes home every week for story time 

for children in reception.  

  

 

  

 



Year 1 National Curriculum expectations 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Creating a love of reading 

At the heart of our reading curriculum is the intent to create a life—long love 

of reading for all children in our school. We strive to ensure children are 

enthused about books of all kinds and we understand the importance of this 

in developing their knowledge of the world around them.  

In order to develop a love of reading in Year 1, we: 

• Ensure children have access to high—quality phonetically regular 

books to read aloud at school and home  

• Ensure children regularly get to read aloud with an adult in school 

• Use a range of texts such as traditional tales and poetry in class reading 

to allow children to gain deep understanding and enjoyment of the 

text 

• Have weekly trips to the school library to take books to share at home 

• Have a book-based English curriculum which utilises quality age-

appropriate books throughout. This also includes learning and retelling 

stories such as The Three Little Pigs.  

• Have an engaging reading area in the class which includes a wide—

range of books to read and share during provision time.  

• Have books on display that link to our topics to enable children to 

expand their knowledge of the curriculum 

• Have a daily story time. During this time, the children listen to a range of 

texts. Poetry is taken from Pie Corbett’s poetry spine and narrative 

books may be taken from a recommended book list for KS1. Additional 

texts are used as appropriate. Non—fiction texts may be chosen to 

follow children’s interests or link to a relevant topic.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Phonics 

Phonics sessions take place daily and follow Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

phonics scheme, which ensures children build on their growing knowledge of 

the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move 

through school.  For further information, see the Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds Revised progression on our website and also follow the link to the Little 

Wandle parent page. 

  

High frequency word reading 

High frequency words are words which occur most frequently in written 

material, for example, "and", "the", "as" and "it". These words make up over 

50% of written words in children’s literature so it is very important that children 

learn to recognise them quickly. Learning high—frequency words begins in 

reception and continues in Year 1. Progression follows the Letters and Sounds 

phonics scheme. Decodable words are taught as part of phonics sessions 

and tricky words are learnt in a memorable way for the children through 

reading and phonics sessions. This is further embedded through our reading 

scheme which introduces these words in context for the children to apply.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf


EYFS and KS1 Reading scheme 

Our reading scheme refers to the 

books children read aloud at school 

and at home. We follow the Big Cat 

Phonics Reading Scheme which links 

directly to our phonics learning.  

This scheme supports phonics learning 

and follows the same structure as Little 

Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. 

These books enable the children to 

apply sounds they have been 

learning in class as well as high—

frequency words. The scheme ensures 

a smooth transition from Reception to 

Year 1 by ensuring their books are closely matched to their needs and 

supporting them in their next steps. Children will progress  through the reading 

scheme at a differing pace. Once completed, children will go onto the 

Turquoise book band where they will be able to read a range of books 

matched to their level. They will then be assessed regularly and progress 

through the book bands as they further develop fluency and understanding.  

 

 

Pie Corbett’s Poetry Spine 

In Year 1, the children will listen to, respond and 

perform a range of poetry through guided reading 

and story time. We follow the poetry spine as 

designed by Pie Corbett to ensure our children have 

access to the highest quality poets and poetry.  

· When We Were Very Young by A.A.Milne 

· Hey, Little Bug! By James Carter 

· The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems 

· Here’s a Little Poem 

  

 



Group reading  

Children take part in three reading sessions per week with a book carefully 

matched to their reading level. 

Read 1: Decoding. In this session children will practise reading the phonemes 

(letter sounds). 

Read 2: Prosody. In this session, children re-read the book with a focus on 

expression.  

Read 3: Comprehension. In this session, children are asked questions about 

what they have read. They answer and say how they know.  

  

Stories to retell 

Children acquire many skills from acting out stories. Children’s oral language 

skills—vocabulary and narrative understanding—are enhanced through this. 

These skills are key for developing comprehension. In addition, children learn 

about sequencing and story elements.  

  

Reading across the curriculum 

Reading across the curriculum is vital in ensuring children understand the 

value of books and gain a deeper understanding and interest across a range 

of topics.  

Non—fiction texts are used to support the teaching of science and 

foundation subjects. Poems and fiction texts are also used to support 

understanding of a range of issues such as bullying and LGBTQ+ in an age 

appropriate way.  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Year 2 National Curriculum expectations 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creating a love of reading 

At the heart of our reading curriculum is the intent to create a life—long love 

of reading for all children in our school. We strive to ensure children are 

enthused about books of all kinds and we understand the importance of this 

in developing their knowledge of the world around them.  

In order to develop a love of reading in Year 2, we: 

• Ensure children have access to high—quality books to read aloud at 

school and home  linked to their word reading ability (phonetically 

regular where children continue to need support with this) 

• Ensure children regularly get read aloud with an adult in school, 

particularly children who are still developing fluency 

• Have weekly trips to the school library to take books to share at home 

• Have a book-based English curriculum which utilises quality age-

appropriate books throughout. This also includes learning and retelling 

stories such as Cinderella 

• Have an engaging reading area in the class which includes a wide—

range of books to read and share 

• Have books on display that link to our topics to enable children to 

expand their knowledge of the curriculum 

• Have a daily story time. During this time, the children listen to a range of 

texts. Poetry is taken from Pie Corbett’s poetry spine and narrative 

books may be taken from a recommended book list for KS1. Additional 

texts are used as appropriate. Non—fiction texts may be chosen to 

follow children’s interests or link to a relevant topic.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Phonics and reading fluency 

In year 2, children continue to work towards becoming fluent readers and 

increasingly accurate spellers.  

We recognise some children may need to continue consolidating phonics 

they have learnt in year 1 and this will be done through additional phonics 

sessions closely matched to the child’s needs with a view of accelerating 

progress. Children’s books will continue to match their reading level and 

further support them with this.  

Children will be given opportunities to read aloud with adults during group or 

1:1 reading sessions. Children will begin to read independently as 

appropriate. 

Spelling sessions will further consolidate children’s understanding of 

graphemes (letter/s that represents a sound) and allow them to develop 

fluency when reading these in a text. 

  

High frequency word reading 

High frequency words are words which occur most frequently in written 

material, for example, "and", "the", "as" and "it".  

By Year 2, children should be confident with the first 100 high-frequency 

words. Children will now become increasingly familiar with the next 200 words 

in order to further develop their fluency. This will be taught through reading 

sessions but also consolidated through spelling, where they will be expected 

to spell as well as read these words.  

Children are regularly assessed on these words to check progress and extra 

support is put in place where needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Scheme 

Our reading scheme refers to the books 

children read aloud at school and at home. 

Our reading scheme ends once children have 

consolidated Phase 5 phonics. This means 

some children may continue on this reading 

scheme during Year 2 or may have already 

completed it in Year 1. Once completed, 

children will go onto the Turquoise book band 

where they will be able to read a range of 

books from plays to non—fiction texts. They will 

then be assessed regularly and progress 

through the book bands as they further 

develop fluency and understanding.  

 

 

Pie Corbett’s Poetry Spine 

In Year 2, the children will listen to, respond and 

perform a range of poetry through guided 

reading and story time. We follow the poetry spine 

as designed by Pie Corbett to ensure our children 

have access to the highest quality poets and 

poetry.  

· Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum by Julia Donaldson 

· Heard it in the Playground by Allan Ahlberg  

· A First Poetry Book 

· The Works Key Stage 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Stories to retell 

Children acquire many skills from acting out stories. Children’s oral language 

skills—vocabulary and narrative understanding—are enhanced through this. 

These skills are key for developing comprehension. In addition, children learn 

about sequencing and story elements. Year 2 learn and orally retell narrative 

stories and poems. 

   

 

Reading across the curriculum 

Reading across the curriculum is vital in ensuring children understand the 

value of books and gain a deeper understanding and interest across a range 

of topics.  

Non—fiction texts are used to support the teaching of science and 

foundation subjects. Poems and fiction texts are also used to support 

understanding of a range of issues such as bullying and LGBTQ+ in an age 

appropriate way.  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teaching reading skills: Y2 Reading Dogs 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading dogs are introduced in Year 2 in order to further consolidate the key 

skills.   

Each skill is taught discretely and applied through whole class comprehension 

and during story time in order for them to apply this to texts they have read 

independently and texts that have been read aloud.  

This progresses into KS2 where the Reading Dogs continue with added skills 

such as summarising and looking at author choice within and across texts.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 & 4 National Curriculum expectations 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Creating a love of reading 

At the heart of our reading curriculum is the intent to create a life—long love 

of reading for all children in our school. We strive to ensure children are 

enthused about books of all kinds and we understand the importance of this 

in developing their knowledge of the world around them.  

In order to develop a love of reading in Year 3 and 4, we: 

• Ensure children have access to high—quality books to read aloud at 

school and home  linked to their  reading ability (fluency and 

comprehension) We regularly review our reading books to ensure 

children have access to a range of engaging texts at their reading 

level 

• Ensure children get 1:1 reading with an adult in school, for children who 

are still developing fluency or need additional support with 

comprehension 

• Have weekly trips to the school library to take books to share at home 

• Have a book-based English curriculum which utilises quality age-

appropriate books throughout. This also includes learning and orally 

retelling stories  

• Have an engaging reading area in the class which includes a wide—

range of books to read and share 

• Have books on display that link to our topics to enable children to 

expand their knowledge of the curriculum 

• Have a daily story time. During this time, the children listen to a range of 

texts. Poetry is taken from Pie Corbett’s poetry spine and narrative 

books may be taken from a recommended book list for LKS2. 

Additional texts are used as appropriate. Non—fiction texts may be 

chosen to follow children’s interests or link to a relevant topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Word Reading 

In year 3 and 4, children will be able to read a range of texts fluently. This will 

further be developed through independently reading a wide range of texts. 

These will ensure the children can apply their knowledge to help them to 

read new words and understand their meanings. Children will also continue 

to learn to read and spell common words for Year 3 and 4 during daily 

spelling sessions.  

  

Comprehension 

Reading skills and comprehension are taught through whole—class reading 

lessons. Teachers use age-related texts to form a basis of the lesson.  

Children will do the following things during each session:  

• Read the text. This may be read by the teacher, through partner 

reading or independently as appropriate  

• Ask questions about the text and clarify vocabulary through reading 

strategies and the use of dictionaries 

• Apply reading skills to answering questions or complete a follow up 

activity e.g. Writing the next part of the story or a glossary for 

vocabulary 

• Get feedback on strategies and answers to improve understanding 

and move learning forward 

Children will also have reading sessions dedicated to teaching the key 

reading skills. These lessons teach the children what each skill means and why 

it is important. Children will be given opportunities within these sessions to 

apply their learning through an appropriate activity such as predicting what 

will happen in the next chapter of the book or summarising the main events in 

a paragraph/chapter.  

Reading Dogs are used during these sessions as a memorable way for 

children to recognise and discuss these skills.  

  

 

 

 

 



Reading Scheme 

Our reading  scheme follows on from KS1 where children will continue to 

move through the book bands. Children will be regularly assessed and 

moved through the bands based on their reading fluency and 

understanding.  

 

 

Pie Corbett’s Poetry Spine 

In Year 3 & 4, the children will listen to, respond and perform a range of 

poetry through guided reading and story time. We follow the poetry spine as 

designed by Pie Corbett to ensure our children have access to the highest 

quality poets and poetry.  

  

Year 3  

· Paint me a Poem by Grace Nichols 

· The World’s Greatest Space Cadet by James 

Carter 

· The Puffin Book of Utterly Brilliant Poetry 

· Quick, Let’s Get Out of Here by Michael Rosen 

and Quentin Blake 

 

  

Year 4 

· Deep in the Green Wood by Wes Magee 

· Hello H2O poems by John Agard 

· Hot Like Fire by Valerie Bloom 

· Sensational 

  

 

 



Teaching reading skills: KS2 Reading Dogs 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 & 6 National Curriculum expectations 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creating a love of reading 

At the heart of our reading curriculum is the intent to create a life—long love 

of reading for all children in our school. We strive to ensure children are 

enthused about books of all kinds and we understand the importance of this 

in developing their knowledge of the world around them.  

In order to develop a love of reading in Year 5 and 6, we: 

• Ensure children have access to high—quality books to read aloud at 

school and home  linked to their  reading ability (fluency and 

comprehension) We regularly review our reading books to ensure 

children have access to a range of engaging texts at their reading 

level 

• Ensure children get 1:1 reading with an adult in school, for children who 

are still developing fluency or need additional support with 

comprehension 

• Have weekly trips to the school library to take books to share at home 

• Have a book-based English curriculum which utilises quality age-

appropriate books throughout. This also includes learning and orally 

retelling stories  

• Have an engaging reading area in the class which includes a wide—

range of books to read and share 

• Have books on display that link to our topics to enable children to 

expand their knowledge of the curriculum 

• Have a daily story time. During this time, the children listen to a range of 

texts. Poetry is taken from Pie Corbett’s poetry spine and narrative 

books may be taken from a recommended book list for UKS2. 

Additional texts are used as appropriate. Non—fiction texts may be 

chosen to follow children’s interests or link to a relevant topic.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Word Reading 

In year 5 and 6, children will be able to read a range of texts fluently. This will 

further be developed through independently reading a wide range of texts. 

These will ensure the children can apply their knowledge to help them to 

read new words and understand their meanings. Children will also continue 

to learn to read and spell common words for Year 5 and 6 during daily 

spelling sessions.  

  

Comprehension 

Reading skills and comprehension are taught through whole—class reading 

lessons. Teachers use age-related texts to form a basis of the lesson.  

Children will do the following things during each session:  

• Read the text. This may be read by the teacher, through partner 

reading or independently as appropriate  

• Ask questions about the text and clarify vocabulary through reading 

strategies and the use of dictionaries 

• Apply reading skills to answering questions or complete a follow up 

activity e.g. Writing the next part of the story or a glossary for 

vocabulary 

• Get feedback on strategies and answers to improve understanding 

and move learning forward 

Children will also have reading sessions dedicated to teaching the key 

reading skills. These lessons teach the children what each skill means and why 

it is important. Children will be given opportunities within these sessions to 

apply their learning through an appropriate activity such as predicting what 

will happen in the next chapter of the book or summarising the main events in 

a paragraph/chapter.  

Reading Dogs are used during these sessions as a memorable way for 

children to recognise and discuss these skills.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

Reading Scheme 

Our reading scheme follows on through KS2. During this time, children may 

complete the reading scheme. Once this happens, children become ‘free 

readers’ and can then choose from a range of texts on our ‘100 books to 

read before leaving St Michaels’ wall.   

 

Pie Corbett’s Poetry Spine 

In Year 5 & 6, the children will listen to, respond and perform a range of 

poetry through guided reading and story time. We follow the poetry spine as 

designed by Pie Corbett to ensure our children have access to the highest 

quality poets and poetry.  

  

Year 5 

· The Works: 4 

· Lost Magic. The Very Best of Brian Moses 

· Juggling with Gerbils by Brian Patten 

· The Magic Box: Poems for Children  

  

 

 

Year 6 

· Collected poems for children by Charles Causley 

· Ted Hughes Collected Poems for Children 

· The Works: Key Stage 2 

· New and Collected Poems for Children by Carol 

Ann Duffy 

  

 

 



Teaching reading skills: KS2 Reading Dogs 

  

 


