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17 July 2025 

 

Dear Families 

 

Exciting News!  2026 will be the National Year of Reading! 

 

The Secretary of State for Education, Bridget Phillipson, has recently announced that 

2026 will be The National Year of Reading.  This campaign is to address the steep 

decline in reading amongst children, young people and adults.  With support from The 

National Literacy Trust, the campaign aims to engage new audiences in reading, 

encourage reading for pleasure and change the nation’s reading culture for good. 

 

We at St Michaels support this initiative as we know that reading for pleasure supports 

success in school, work and in life, boosts wellbeing, brings people together and 

increases empathy.  

 

With this in mind, we are encouraging all children in school to take part in the Big 

Holiday Read challenge.  Children will be sent home a sheet containing different 

reading challenges that they can complete over the summer.  When they have 

completed that challenge, they can colour it in and date it.  It would be wonderful if 

children could return these to school during the first week back in September and 

share them in class.  

 

Yours faithfully 

Mrs Piper 

English Leader 
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